
“And as if this were not enough, we now have flung in our faces 

these latest acts that have filled the world with indignation. Who 

are the perpetrators? Belgian paratroopers, carried by United 

States planes, who took off from British bases. We remember as 

if it were yesterday that we saw a small country in Europe, a 

civilized and industrious country, the Kingdom of Belgium, 

invaded by Hitler's hordes. We were embittered by the 

knowledge that this small nation was massacred by German 

imperialism, and we felt affection for its people. But this other 

side of the imperialist coin was the one that many of us did not 

see. Perhaps the sons of Belgian patriots who died defending 

their country's liberty are now murdering in cold blood 

thousands of Congolese in the name of the white race, just as 

they suffered under the German heel because their blood was not 

sufficiently Aryan. 

 

Our free eyes open now on new horizons and can see what 

yesterday, in our condition as colonial slaves, we could not 

observe: that "Western Civilization" disguises behind its showy 

facade a picture of hyenas and jackals. That is the only name 

that can be applied to those who have gone to fulfill such 

"humanitarian" tasks in the Congo. A carnivorous animal that 

feeds on unarmed peoples. That is what imperialism does to 

men. That is what distinguishes the imperial white man.”  

-Ernesto Guevara, 1964  

 


