“History Will Absolve Me” English Translation Excerpt

Where the peasant doesn't own the land, what need is there for agricultural
schools? Where there is no industry, what need is there for technical or
vocational schools? Everything follows the same absurd logic; if we don't have
one thing we can't have the other. In any small European country there are more
than 200 technological and vocational schools; in Cuba only six such schools
exist, and their graduates have no jobs for their skills. The little rural
schoolhouses are attended by a mere half of the school age children -
barefooted, half-naked and undernourished - and frequently the teacher must
buy necessary school materials from his own salary. Is this the way to make a
nation great?

Only death can liberate one from so much misery. In this respect, however,
the State is most helpful - in providing early death for the people. Ninety per
cent of the children in the countryside are consumed by parasites which filter

through their bare feet from the ground they walk on. Society is moved to
compassion when it hears of the kidnapping or murder of one child, but it is
indifferent to the mass murder of so many thousands of children who die every
year from lack of facilities, agonizing with pain. Their innocent eyes, death
already shining in them, seem to look into some vague infinity as if entreating
forgiveness for human selfishness, as if asking God to stay His wrath. And when
the head of a family works only four months a year, with what can he purchase
clothing and medicine for his children? They will grow up with rickets, with not
a single good tooth in their mouths by the time they reach thirty; they will have
heard ten million speeches and will finally die of misery and deception. Public
hospitals, which are always full, accept only patients recommended by some
powerful politician who, in return, demands the votes of the unfortunate one and
his family so that Cuba may continue forever in the same or worse condition.

With this background, is it not understandable that from May to December
over a million persons are jobless and that Cuba, with a population of five and a
half million, has a greater number of unemployed than France or Italy with a
population of forty million each?



